
 
 
 

 
  
 

I suspect someone else of a principal offence, or should reasonably suspect 
them, and am concerned I may commit a failure to disclose offence. Do I have a 
defence?  
Flow chart three – Anti-money laundering practice note 
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Do you know the 
identity of the 
other person? 

Do you know the 
whereabouts of 
the criminal 
property? 

Would the 
information on 
which your 
suspicion is based 
help law 
enforcement 
identify the 
launderer or find 
the property? 

No disclosure is 
required and you do 
not commit an offence 

Did you receive 
the information 
in the course of 
your business in 
the regulated 
sector or 
otherwise in the 
course of your 
employment? 

Is the information 
covered by common law 
LPP? 

Was the 
information 
obtained in 
privileged 
circumstances?

Has the information lost its 
LPP status due to 
disclosure? 

Common law LPP 
no longer applies 

Do I have any other 
reasonable excuse 
for not making a 
disclosure? 

Do I have prima facie 
evidence that I am being 
used to further a criminal 
purpose? 

The information is 
protected and 
have a reasonable 
excuse for not 
reporting 

Document 
your reasons  
and consider 
ethical 
implications

Make a 
disclosure 
to SOCA 

If relevant, seek 
client consent to 
waive LPP 

Consider the 
ethical and civil 
liability risks and 
decide either to 
continue or to 
withdraw 

Client 
says 
Yes 

Client 
says No 

Has it lost its 
privileged status due 
to disclosure? 

Do I have prima facie 
evidence that I am being 
used to further a criminal 
purpose? 

Information is 
protected and you do 
not commit an offence 
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