
                                           
   

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
        

E01 HOW TO Search BAILII 

 
Contents 
 
BAILII is an interactive database of primary legal material. It has been created by the British and Irish 
Legal Information Institute, who are a not-for-profit organisation. Material is available in full text and 
without charge and can be browsed or searched using the BAILII search engine. Material is provided 
from existing free websites and directly from the courts, tribunals and government departments. From 
the front page of the BAILII website it is possible to access similar databases from around the world. 
 
Case law 
BAILII provides full text judgments from recent cases heard by the House of Lords, Privy Council and 
Court of Appeal, as well as the Scottish Court of Session and the Irish Supreme Court. It also includes 
judgments from many other courts and tribunals, including the European Court of Justice and the 
European Court of Human Rights. 
 
Legislation 
Full text primary and secondary legislation from England and Wales, Ireland, Northern Ireland and 
Scotland. Legislation is provided as originally published.  
 
Other materials 
Full text of recent reports and consultations from the Law Commission, the Scottish Law Commission 
and the Irish Law Reform Commission. 
 
For more details of the content, click on each of the Basic Search options to view the different courts, 
Commissions and types of legislation that can be searched. See also the Copyright Policy and 
Disclaimers links at the bottom of the homepage. 
 
Getting started 
 
Access BAILII by typing www.bailii.org in the internet address field or go Law Society Library Online and 
select BAILII from the external links. From the homepage you can select the database you wish to 
search, view recently added decisions or cases of interest. You can also link through to similar 
databases from around the world. 
 
 
 

http://www.bailii.org/


                                           
   

  
 
 
 
 
 

Finding a case 
 
Click on the case law search under Basic search. The basic search allows you to search for a case by 
citation (neutral or reported), party name, keyword or phrase – it will search for ALL search terms. You 
can limit your search by the jurisdiction or court and can sort your results by a range of options. You do 
not need to use brackets or capitals in your search terms. 
 
 

   
 
 
BAILII will present a list of hyperlinks that connect to documents found in your selected databases and 
that match your search criteria. To view the full text, double click on the hyperlink of your case. 
 
 
 

 
        



                                           
   

  
 
 
 
 
 

Finding legislation 
 
Click on the legislation search under Basic search. The basic search allows you to search for a piece of 
legislation by title, keyword or phrase – it will search for ALL search terms. You can limit your search by 
the jurisdiction or whether it is primary or secondary legislation and can sort your results by a range of 
options. You do not need to use brackets or capitals in your search terms. 
 
 

 
 
 
BAILII will present a list of hyperlinks that connect to documents found in your selected databases and 
that match your search criteria. To view your selected record, double click on the hyperlinks. For some 
early UK Acts, you can view the pdf as enacted or follow the link through to the Statute Law Database for 
updates and information concerning the legislation. 
 
Finding other material 
 
Click on the other material search under Basic search. The basic search allows you to search across a 
range of other material by title, keyword or phrase – it will search for ALL search terms. You can limit 
your search by the jurisdiction or if you know the type of material you are searching for and can sort your 
results by a range of options. You do not need to use brackets or capitals in your search terms. 
 
 
 

 
        

http://www.statutelaw.gov.uk/


                                           
   

  
 
 
 
 
 

Advanced searching hints and tips 
 
You can use the Advanced searching option if you want to search with a combination of term 
connectors. The Help link on every page will link you through to further information about term 
connectors and expanders, and common ‘stopwords’. 
 
To search for a phrase, use “   ” eg “conditional fee agreement” 
To find terms anywhere in the same document, use and      eg accident and negligence 
To find either one of two or more phrases, use or   eg “judicial review” or “permission to 

appeal” 
To find one term but exclude another, use not eg murder not manslaughter 
To find terms within 50 words of each other use near  eg retirement near benefit 
To find terms within n terms of each other where n is a 
number use /n/ 

eg foster /n/ adoption 

To find a word with a variety of endings use * eg tax* (will find taxation, taxing, taxi 
etc) 

If you are not sure which letter to use ? eg wom?n (will find women, woman 
etc) 

 
Printing   

To print your documents click on the printer icon  towards the top of the screen. Follow the 
instructions for printing. 
 
Exiting BAILII 
 
Type a new internet address or close the Internet connection to leave BAILII.   
 
 
The Library, 113 Chancery Lane, London WC2A 1PL, DX 56 Lon/Chancery Ln 
Library Enquiries: 0870 606 2511  Library Fax:  020 7831 1687 
Library e-mail:  library@lawsociety.org.uk Library website:  http://www.lawsociety.org.uk/library  
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